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7, Distress: Ground Stations received 5 distress messages,
Bearings were obtained on all aircraft, Four planes landed at Iwo
Jime, while the fifth stated it might ditch 100 miles from bese,
D/F station was immediately notified and obtained bearings as long
as ditching was imminent, Position, bearing, and altitude were ob-
tained from the radio operator and this information was forwarded to |
ADCC (Air Defense Control Center) which immediately picked it up on
tl:; radar scope, This aircraft did not ditch and wes able to land
safely,

8. Equipment Malfunotions: AN/ART-13: 1 dynamotor caused static
in BC-384; 1 dynamotor inoperative, BC-348 Receiver: 1 off calibra= e |
tion; 1 with no sidetone, AN/ARN-7 Redio Compass: 1 indicator hunting; 3
1 inoperative completely; 1 inoperative on *Compass" position, SCR-522 -
Commend: 2 inoperative, RC=36: 1 emplifier and 1 microphone switch
inoperstive, Antennaes: 31 RL-42 reels inoperative; 4 RL-42 reels
sticking; 6 compase sense antennaes broken,
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Part III - Bombing Results and Damage Munwﬁ'

Exhibit = Photo

Exhibit - Photo

Mission No 43
16 March 1945
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PART ] - ENEW AIR OPPOSITION

1, Geperal:

o, Enemy air opposition was weok on this mission, Two hun-
dred eighty Jap fighters were sighted; 96 made 104 attacks, Previous
experience at the target togother with intelligence on fighter aircreft
based in the area lend to the belief that the reported number of sight-
ings is excessive, No B-29 was known lost due to enemy aircraft action,
Two B-29's (.6% of our force) were damaged due to enemy aircraft end
three B-29's (1% of our force) were damaged by enemy airoreft and anti-
aircreft fire, Claims are 1 unidentified single-engine aircraft des=-
troyed and 1 unidentified fighter domaged,

: 1 b, The majority (62 of the 104 attacks) of attacks was made
the tail, as wes the case on the 3 previous night missions,

¢, Enemy fighters used the glow of fires to silhouette the
B-29's, One fighter pressed his attack with the aid of landing lights,
.E:v Two B-29's were followed 200-300 miles out to sea by the enemy,

4. Enemy fighter reaction on this mission indicates the con-
tinued inability of the enemy to intercept with other than negligible
opposition, It is to be observed, however, that the number of enemy
aircraft sighted and attacking on this mission is the highest yet ex=
perienced on night missions,

2, Iype of Epemy sircraft Attocking:

a, It is estimated that 96 fighters mode 104 attacks, Seventy=-
three of the 104 attacks were made by sircraft unidentified as to nome;
36 attocks by wholly unidentified aircraft; 24 by single-engine; and 11
by twin-engine aircreft,

b, JIhe breakdown:
" Eneny_Alreraft

Unidentified
S/E U/1
Irving

1 T/E U/1

| Tony

1 Zeke

. Tojo

| Zeke 32
Nick
Oscar

Luquaﬁtxg E

TOTAL

(=)
o
=

3, Enemy Alrcroft Sighted But Not Attacking: One hundred eightys
four enemy sircraft that did not attack were sighted os follows: 86
unidentifis=d, 60 single-engine unidentified, 16 twin-engine unidentified,
6 Zekes, 6 Tonys, 6 Oscars, 2 Tojos, 1 Nick, and 1 Dinah III,

.. §- P

SECREIL

3 LI LASIITIILL) F T
SR 775605 |
| & ]

-gc’[\:-\R.\ E‘_li_.>_/"? s _é/




SECRELX

4, Direction and Level of Attack:

a, & total of 104 attacks was made by enemy fighters as come
pared to 39, 47, and 40 made on the three previeus night missiens, re=

spectively,

b, Tail attacks agnin were most numercus, 62 of the 104 attacks
being made from the rear quarter, On this mission the greater number of
these attéacks, 31, were made from high tail, 24 having been made at
level, ! |

¢, Of the remainder of attacks, right guarter attacks were slight-
1y favored over nose and lef't, having sustained 18,10, and 14 respective-
ly.

d, Distribution of Attacks on direction and level basis appears om
the following chart,

Direction and Level of Approach
of Enemy Aireraft

Total Number
of Attacks

FROM ABOVE

| FROM LEVEL 43
4 FROM BELOW a4
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5. Acourscy of Enemy Fighterg: As far as is known, no B-29 was
destroyed by enemy aircraft, Five A/C (1,6%) were damaged by Jep
fisht‘rs as Gompﬂred to Oxl .ﬂ. ox' 0%' 0%. 16.5" ‘.7" 2208" 13.1’.
and 53,9%, respectively, of B-29's damaged and/or destroyed by enemy
aircraft on the 10 previous missions,

6, Iypes of Projectile: Machine-gun fire was observed as were
7.7=mm and 20-mm, Some enemy fighters were reported using tracer ome
munition,

7, Enemy Tactics:

g, Some tendency was observed toward closer approaches on
attacks then experienced on previous night missions, Irvings and Tonys
were observed to be making more aggressive attacks,

b. In one instance, an enemy eircraft attacked with the aid
of his londing lights, Although landing lights picked up the B-29,
short range of the beams and ropid rate of closure resulted in ineffes-
tive nttack,

o, One unidentified twin-engine aireraft fired from its top
turret at approximately 300 yards at 3 o'clock low while on a course
pernllel but oppesite to a B-29,

d, Two coordinated attacks were observed, On one of these
attacks, the nircroft came in from 11 and 1 o'clock, On the other,
2 twin-engine aircraft were observed flying individually 1000 feot
above aircraft over the target aren, Vhen B-29's became fully illumin-
ated by the fires, the enemy aircraft pttacked from high at S and 7
o'clock, pressing to within 300 yards, Breockoways were unobserved,

e, Some enemy aircraft were observed in peirs, especially over -

bay area after Initial Point,

f, Over the terget, 1 unidentified enemy aircreft wns observe
ed flying above and 90° to the course of observing aircraft while drag=
ging o caeble with soveral cylinders anttached, The cable was approxie
mately 500 feet long ond its vertical appearance indicated weights to
be heavy.

g. Many of the onemy airoraft blinked wing and/or cockpit
1ights, Some attacking planes cut out their wing lights es they broke
on the approacth,

h, One E/A dropped a flare from between 15,000 fest to 10, 000
feet over the target aren,

i, Fifteen fighters troiled a B-29 for 300 miles on the with-
drewnl., Seven fighters trailed one B-29 for 200 miles,

3. No radar tactics wore observed, Searchlights were neglir
gible in effectiveness, However, the glow from fires, reflected again-
st scattered clouds, rendered a great deal of i1lumination to the tar-
get oree, Some enemy aireraft appeared to use light of fires below to
silhouette the bombers,

k, Enemy aircraft were observed apparently pacing, These AC
floshed landing lights,
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8, B-29 8 and copower vs. Enemy Aircraft: Evasive actien
was accomplished by some airoraft, by making right and left turns and
chenging altitude, One B-29 changed course, pltitude ond airspeed to
shoke off enemy aircraft, One B-29 dived, picked up nirspeed, ond turn-
ed, Some aircraft took evasive action by making sharp turns %o thwert
attacks, A few aircraft took advantage of clouds to lose enemy fighters
while another B-29 successfully evaded an attack by entering heavy smoke
rising from the target,

9, Enemy Aircraft Morkings:

a, Markings were, for the most part, unobserved except for wing
lights, However, 1 Irving was reported as silver-colored, and 1 Tony as
olive drab,

b, Enemy aircraft were reported with wing lights, some red and
green, others merely red, Some had wing 1ights reversed to those of
B~29's, Some had 2 lights on 1 wing; 1 was ssen with 2 orange-colored
lights on wings; another had blue lights,

10, Results of Hits on Enemy Afroraft: One unidentified single-
engine enemy aircraft exploded when hit by tail gunner, One uniden-
tified sircraft, after being hit by a tail gumner, went into o dive,
throwing out a cloud of smoke,

LIS aims pe Enemy & aft and Cun Pos
Destroye Damaged Gun Position
1 S/E U/I 3 U/ Tail

NOTE: The foregoing analysis is based on later information than that ;
presented in the Consolidated Statistical Summary, |

deakok ok

a, En route to target flak was reported ss follows:

(1) Aircraeft of the 73rd Wing met meager flak between '
landfell end IP, It was mostly heavy, continously pointed, and barrage
and fairly accurate,

(2) Scattered bursts from automatic weapons and 3 guns on
the peninsula south of Fushimoto, near Shion-Misaki Seaplane Bage, were
first met by the airoraft of the 313th Wing, ILocation of the guns was
estimated at 33/27N - 134/45E, Three more guns were spotted at Shimo-
sato, Scattered flak from automati¢ weapons was seen from Susami and
Tenabe just south of Wakayama, where both guns and A/W were encountered,
A/W fire was also met at the IP and from craft in the ba¥.

(3) The 314th Wing aricreft met meager end inaccurate
flak in the wicinity of Wakayama and Sana, the fire being described as
"gporadic and poorly controlled,"
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b. Over the Target:

(1) Aircraft of the 73rd Wing attacked the target through
undercast verying from 1/10 to 8/10 using axes from 346 to 36 degrees;
planes of the 313th dropped their bombs through 2/10 to 9/10 undercast
on an axis of spproximately 10 degrees; the 314th Wing encountered undere
cast from 0/10 to 10/10 and used axes from 356 to 3 dsgrees, The wind
was from 240 to 320 degrees at 23 to 46 miles per hour,

(2) A/A fire was desoribed as "sporadic and erratic,"
mainly barrage, with some predicted concentrations and continously pointe
ed fire, Both heavy and medium flek were reported, It was meager to
intense and generally inaccurate,

¢. Two aircraft of the 313th Wing were lost to unknown Ceuses-
and one aircraft of the 73rd Wing failed to return, At least a part of
this loss was due to flek, since, on interrogation crews reported seeing
1 B-29 under intense A/A fire going down in a flat spin over the target.

d, Four aircraft of the 73rd, 3 of the 313th, and 2 of the
314th Wing were damaged by flak,

2, B-29 Tactics Against A/A? Some aircreft employed changes in
course and altitude to evade flak, Others found no evasive action neces=
sary.

3, -To=Alr t

a. The 73rd Wing reported no rocket attacks, A few enemy air-
oraft dropped flares, One aircraft observed rockets in the target area,

b, The 313th Wing reported:

(1) At least 3 air-to-sir projectiles launched with negetive
results,

(2) A pair of projectiles with trailing teils of flame
orossing in front of a B-29 in the target area,

(3) A rocket fired from a single-engine fighter,
(4) A rocket battery of 6 to 10 launchers firing from near

the aiming point, The projectiles reached an altitude of 9000 feet,
giving the appearence of Roman candles,

ook ok
PART III - DAMAGE ASSESSNENT *
Mission No.: 3PRSM 88 Date Flown: 17-18 March 1945
Altitude: 34,000 feet,
_SUMMARY

This report assesses damage to Kobe City resulting from XXI Bember
Command Mission 43 of 16-17 March 1945, Area destroyed totaled aboui
79,630,000 square feet (2,86 square miles, 1,830 acres).
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Kobe City cevers an area of about 14 square miles, About 20,5
peroent of the city was destroyed, Forty-six per cent of Incendiary
Zone No, 1 was destroyed,

Industries damaged include Targets 34, 169, and 171,

Total damege to Kobe City from XXI Bember Commend Missions 26 and
43 is 82,281,000 square feet or 2,95 square miles, representing ebout ..
21,1 per cent of the entire city,

Photo quality is good except for cloud cover which may conceal
damaged portions of dock area.

Total Area of Kobe = 14 square miles
Total Area destroyed = 2,86 square miles
Per cent destroyed - 20,5 per cent
{ Area of Incendiary Zone No, 1 - 3,88 square miles
| hrea of Incendiary Zone No, 1 destroyed - 1,80 square miles
1 (; Per tent of Incendiary Zone No, 1 destroyed=-46,4 per cent
SUMMARY OF DAMAGE
Annotations Fee
1, Residential area destroyed 1,350,000
2, Two residential arems destroyed 6,110,000

3, Residential area - RR Yard buildings
destroyed - Target 171, Kawaseki Heavy
Industry damoged, '84310,000
4, Residential, light industry end business
area destroyed, RR Station in center of
area not destroyed, S 44,400.000
5, Target 34, Kobe Horbor District No, 2,,
e warehouses destroyed, 830,000
6, Target 169, Mitsubishi Heavy Industry ground
area around slipweys end industrial buildings

destroyed, - 360,000
7, Three residential oreas destroyed 5,710,000
8, Residentinl area destroyed 4,830,000
9, Three residenticl arens destroyed 570,000
19, Two residential areas destroyed 1,040,000
| 11, Five residential areas and light industry
4 destroyed, 2,030,000
l 12, Two residentianl areas destroyed 1,750,000
13, Two residential areas and light insudtry
destroyed, 2,340,000

Refernece photogrophy: Pre-strike 3FPRSM 36 « 1V: 11, 12
Postestrike 3PRSM 84, 85, 86, 87, 88-1V,

Reference: AAF Air Objective Folder 90,25 M9,
All references to numbered damoged areas are keyed to the mosaic that
‘ follows this page,

* CIU, XXI B C, DA REPORT 23
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DAMAGE ASSESSMENT *
Mission No,: 3PRSM 88 Date Flowns 18 March 1945
Mission No,: 3PRGM 96 , Date Flown: =24 March 1945
SUMMARY

This report supplemets CIU Damage Assessment Report No, 23, asses-
sing additional damage to Kobe City and giving o more detniled assessment
of industrial damage resulting from XXI Bomber Command Mission No, 43,

16 March 1945,

Recent coverage showed approximately 3,177,000 square feet of ad=
ditional destruction to residential areas and revealed Target 169 to be
8 per cent destroyed, Target 171 was 13 per cent destroyed, and the
Arate Shipyerd was 21 per cent destroyed,

Total damage to Kobe City resulting from XXI Bomber Commind Missions
26 and 43 amounted to about 85,458,000 square feet, 3,0 square miles,
1,920 acres or 21,4 per cent of the city destroyed,

Interpretation of the dock arce is limited because of cloud coverage,

STATISTICAL SUMMARY OF DANAGE

4REA DAMAGE 59, FT 4CRES SQ, MILES
#Additionel damage . 3,177,000 32 ol .05
Previously reported damage 82,281,000 1,888 2. 95
Total damage observed 85,458,000 1,920 3,0
ANDUSTRIAL DAMAGE

AREA PER CENT
IARGET JOTAL AREA-SQ, FT.  DESIROYED-SO.FT, DISTROYED
169 54300,000 429,000 8,0
171 4,050,000 510,000 13,0
Arata Shipyard 700,000 140,000 20,0

i oF GE-RES |
(See Print 34 following this report for annotation listed below)

Amnotation 1 1,147,000 sq, f't, destroyed

Annotation 2 700,000 sq, ft, destroyed

Annotation 3 1,330,000 8q, f't, destroyed
EMIZATION OF -

(See Print 90 following this report for annotations listed below)

TIARGET 171 (34/40V« 135/11E) Kaweseki Heavy Industries, Ltd,, ocoupying
rectangular area of about 4,050,000 sq, fts

Annotation 1, 2 large and several small buildings destroyed, 60,000 =q,
f't, of roof arsa destroyed,

Amotation 2, 2 buildings occupying 17,000 sq, ft, - destroyed,

Annotation 3, Casting shop 30 per cent destroyed - 6 smaller buildings
destroyed - total destruction of about 190,000 sq, ft.

® XXI B.C. C,I.U, D/k Report #25
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Ammotation 4,

Annotation 5,

‘ J‘q-x‘ - " L™ .“‘_. “

Annotation 6,
Annotation 7,

Annotation 8,

SECREL

3 buildings totalling nbout 80,000 sq, ft. destroyed,

11 small buildings destroyed = 1 large building gutted =
total destruction of about 40,000 sq. ft,

5 small buildings destroyed - mbout 31,000 sq. ft,
7 small buildings destroyed = about 48,000 sq, ft,
6 small buildings destroyed - about 44,000 sq, ft,

RKS (34/40N - 135/11E)

Amnotation 9,

Annotation 10,

Annotation 11,

1 building destroyed - 3 buildings gutted - about
65,000 sq, ft, of destruction,

6 buildings destroyed - about 64,000 sq, ft.

1 building destroyed - 9,000 sq, ft,

. TARGET 169 (34/39N - 135/11E) Mitsubishi Heavy Industries, Ltd,

‘ Annotation 1 Fitting shop and area pdjacent to slipways destroyed,
totals approximately 35,000 sq, ft,

Annotation 2 1 building destroyed, 1 gutted, Sheds and small dock
building destroyed - destruction totels approximately
113,000 sq, ft.

Annotation 3 20 buildings destroyed - about 281,000 sq, ft,
Reference Photography:
3PRSM 19-4R:

3PR5M 88-3L:
3PREM 96=-2: 34

Pre-strike:
Post-strike:

106 and 4L: 108
29 and 3R: 28

Reference Material:

CIU Damage Assessment Report No, 23
CIU Harbor Report No, 1
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Misgion No, 43

16 March 1945
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XX! BOMBER COMMAND

CONSOLIDATED STATISTICAL SUMMARY OF COMBAT OPERATIONS
: FORM 34

MISSION NO. '3

it

(o

& Lareh 19)

{

Primery Targst - Urban 4rea, iobe

i
1
|

. ; . |

EFF.CIIVETESS OF LIISSTIA CCET CF 1.ISSICOW A //M

5 : . : SN
<ireraft =irborne . « . « < s ¢ o s . 330 adreraft Tost v = o « » o ¢ o 4 3 O |
Percent Of «ircraft (n Zend. » » « » - o 889 Percesnt Cf Aircraft nirtorne . . 0.9¢ \N

Vi
A Datez/

Wi
o o

. AL

Aircreft Dorbing Primeris o « « « o » 3508 . :
Percent Cf Lircrait airborne « » «» » « o 927 Aldreralt Lamagele o o s & o o o 11
Percent Of Aircraft sirborne . . 3.3%

ELCLASSIFIED
L/ C

aircreit Benbing A1l Tergets. - . . - 309
fercent Of Aircraft jirborne « « - « o « . 93% \
Crew [ ember Casualties. . . . . 3¢
Eombe Lroppet Co Prirar; Target « - - » » 2328 Yons " Percent 0f ~otal participeting 4 1.l .-

Bombs ku..owumm, Cr Other Pargefs. « » » « « 27 Toms
Enery Lircraft Destrojed. « » o a6 s » » 1

Fombing Results - Darage assessment photos reveel 2.5 sg. niles - Aireraft Iending it Iwo Jimas « « « . 15
of city area Gestrojyed.
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RECRET MISSION ..

w3

TR AFT PARTICIPAT Wo DATE ., e
e . TAKE j TIME OF A/C a/C i
o s il wga\_hw_o msﬁ\_tﬁ A/C TOTAL TOTAL
m.b%wﬁﬁ R PRIARY |sEconp. [ BUMBING w%a A/C 4/C
ot BAGES| RIRSE | LAST | apgEr |ARY TaR. [ LBe A \perpn, o qurpaorive | NG
GET «Us MISSION L FACILVE
2 38 16w 11,z | 11562 | 26-17| c28 « | 0225 2 38 = = 4 38 d
Rrch
- g i 1011 Z | 1040 Z " 2400 7 | 0234 Z 39 - - = 39 2
- 32 " ol z ( 1121 7 " 2340 2 | 0242 Z 28 - - = 28 4
2 40 a L] 1056 2 | 1113 2 n 2042 2 0256 7 37 = 2 5. 39 1
L 51 b| = 1ol | = 11567 | » 230z | 02567 | w2 = 2 = U 7 4
3 3l » | 2009z| 1013 " 0055 z | o2uh 7 33 - = e S 1 .
3 3b . 1056 z | 1135 2 " 0100 Z | o246 z 29 - 1 - 30 L
2 2l " 1009 2 1352 g n 0027 2 0148 Z 23 = = = 23 : | ——
= 36 n 104l 7 1127 7 n 0115 2 0250 2 32 - < a 32 L N
15 wg w3 | 136 | 8 | 128 = | 3009z M5Bz | v | oscrz | ooz | 17 : 1 : 118 1 N
313 W 2 = - e - —t-— 2 ONY
19 28 26 - 26 " 2939 Z 1317 7 n 0031 7 o2kl 7 2l - - 1 25 1 =< _,/2
29 | 28 26 - 26 L] 1011 z | 1040 2 n 0136 z | 0252 2 23 - - = 23 3 AR
n ~
SRRl B S = - = =2 o 4%l 2
31y wq 56 5a - 52 . 0939 2 | 1117 2 " 0031z | o2l z N - - 48 L AN 2
21 B¢ 376 342 12 331 " 0939 2 1156 g n 2340 3 9256 z ¢| 306 - 3 1 310 21 n.m,uwdwww
A
a Includes 1 spare. NOTE:; Aircraft Ianding it Iwo Jima,
b Excludes 3 super-dumbo aireraft. 500th Gp - 1 4/C - Refueling
¢ Excludes 15 aircraft landing at Iwo Jimm 6th gp - 6 4/C - Refueling
and returning late. 9th Gp - 5 4/C - Refueling

moﬁwnmzpr\o|wmgw§m t.:.".
505th Gp - 1 A/C - Refueling -
29%a Gp ~ 1 4/C - Minor Maintenance
Total - 15
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S . ‘ 16 tarch 135
N OF r@ AIRCRAFT FAILING TO BOMB PRIMARY TARGET e e
MECHANICAL FAILURE RSONNE OR FLIGHT CONDITIONS ENEMY ACTION OTHER
Non- Bombed | Bombed Non- | Bombed | Bomved Non- Bombed | Dombed} Non- m_ Bombed Dombed { Non=- Bombed | pombed
Effective |Secondary | Other |(EffectiveSe ondary Other ctive Becondary | other | Effectiv. Secondary | other |EffeetiveBecondary | other
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' - - i 14 et = - /U[.r H
3147 3 m/ s
21gc| 11 - - 10 - 1 : 2 R ¢
z2\d

SECRET




Y

= 0N
LZCRET Sl
% DATE___ 16 Mereh 1945
BOMBING RUN
m. TARGET BOMBED e - TIME om._ RELZASE | ALPITUDE OF RELZASE VISUAL BOLBLIG RADAR BUMBING r\o UPLRATED EY:
UNIT JROPELNG A/C Sighting For} 4/C A/C /G
NAME OF TaRGET TYFE | BC : o — Dropping Bomb i Dropping

e, _ MBS Earliest| Latest Lowest | Highest Rie.D | Range H_mmmw%wu\n% UWSMMMMH . %ns K c-1 M nual
497 Urban .irea Kobe P 38 1850 gz 1946 z 5600 7180 6 s 3 32 & 20 18
498 Urban irea Kabe P 39 1802 gz 1943 7 6100 7580 3 = % 36 = I 5
499 Urban irea Kobe P 28 1738 z 1934 Z 5900 7800 3 - - 25 - 15 13
500 Urban irea Kobe P 37 1807 2 1915z | 5900 7780 1 - - 36 : 37 =
Shingu . 1R 1 1500 z - 7900 - - - - 1 - i =
| Tmknown ; TO 1 Thlnpwn Unknown e = = 1 e 2! 1
73 Wg Urban srea Kobe P 142 1738 2 1946 7 5600 7800 e S - 129 - 105 37
6 Urban irea Kobe P 33 1812z | 19132 6800 9000 6 - = 27 a 19 1
9 yrban irea Kobe P 29 1842 g 1943 7 7000 8000 5 - - 2l = 25 3
Unknown TO 1 Unknpwn Unknown - - = 1 i S 1.
50k yrban irea Kobe P 23 180k 2 1853 % 7200 7600 5 - = 18 - 17 6
505 Urban .rea Kobe P 32 183L % w4 z 7500 8200 15 o L 17 = 32 N
13 WG Urban ijrea Kobe P 117 1804 Z 194k 7 6800 9000 31 = e 86 2 9l 24
19. Urban .rea Kobe [ 1741 1925 2 5000 8000 12 - G 12 = 19 g
29 Urban .rea Kobe P 23 1800 % 1854 2 L660 6250 = - e 23 - 20 3
14 @ Urben irea Kobe P 47 il z | 192537 | Lbbo 8ooo | 12 - - 35 - 39 8
21 B Urban irea Kobe F 306 1738 2 1946 T 4660 9000 56 = e 250 & 233 68
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